
 

 

United Church of Santa Fe Whole Earth Covenant 
(Adopted by vote of the whole Congregation on June 21, 2009) 

 
 
Included in the founding Covenant of the United Church of Santa Fe is 
this pledge: “We endeavor to live in harmony with all creation as 
stewards of the earth.”  In keeping with this, and in the face of a 
changed world, we propose this Whole Earth Covenant. 
 
We live and move and have our being in God, Creator of the cosmos.  
 
God’s creation is seamless.  It births and sustains all life, together.   
 
The lesson of creation’s seamlessness is clear: planetary health is 
primary, human well-being is derivative. If the rest of nature does not 
thrive, neither do we.  
 
Yet now we are altering the conditions for life as we know and cherish 
it.  The same achievements that have taken some across the 
threshold of abundance have brought much life to the brink of 
ruination. We are at a turning point of our own making and the future 
of Earth’s community of life is uncertain.  
  
Accelerated climate change increases planetary uncertainty.  Yet 
Christian faith prepares us for an uncertain world.  Forged in turbulent 
times, Christian faith has again and again sustained and renewed 
people of many cultures, races, and regions amidst uncertainty and 
danger. As we practice vigilance to emerging needs Christian faith 
may call us to even more radical action than we presently envision. 
 
Signs of peril are also tests of faith.  The immensity and uncertainty 
pertaining to climate change and the eco-crisis dare not sever bonds 
between persons or with the rest of life.  Solidarity and justice are 
imperatives.  This means that the moral and spiritual climate is as vital 
to sustainability as the physical climate is cause for concern and 
sometimes despair. 
 
In sum, God calls us to dedicate ourselves anew to an Earth-honoring 
faith.  

 
Accordingly, we commit ourselves to the following actions: 

 
As a Congregation:  

 

 Develop through worship, education and our interpretation of 
Christian traditions, a spirituality that reflects our home in the desert 
and our respect for all of creation in all its diversity.  We learn from 
the desert, its peoples and their heritage; and we celebrate its life. 

 

 Model institutional practices that sustain and restore resources.  We 
will be vigilant to emerging needs and challenge ourselves to 
continually seek deeper and more effective responses. 

 

 Promote justice for humanity and for the rest of creation through 
education and outreach to the wider community and through support 
of governmental laws and policies that insure economic and 
ecological security.  Peace and justice to creation, as well as in 
creation, is the extension of our ongoing commitments as a 
community of faith and as leaders in the wider Christian community.  

 

As Individuals: 
 

 Deepen our spiritual awareness of the sacredness of all creation and 
of God’s call to us to live in harmony with the natural world of which 
we are a part. 

 

 Change our lifestyle and consumption patterns to become more 
responsible guardians of God’s creation, which sustains us and 
which we hold in trust for future generations. 

 

 Engage the issues threatening our planet while understanding the 
limits of our comprehension in the face of the complexities of both 
the problems and their solutions. 

 

 Recognize that as desert dwellers we have a special responsibility to 
protect its delicate ecosystems, and not least, to wisely use water 
which is precious to all life. 


